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railway sabotage, bank hold-ups and strikes with vio-
lence, encouraged under any and every pretext, familiar-
ized supporters of the movement with danger, accustomed
them to direct action and created an appropriately re-
volutionary background and tradition.
This propaganda was naturally addressed, in the first
place, to the new proletariat of St. Petersburg and of
industrial centres like Baku, and loyalty to the throne,
which, in the early stages, was professed by the working-
men in stating their grievances could not hold its own
for very long against the vigorous activities of the
Militant Union.
The adhesion of the Russian Socialists to the orthodox
Marxist profession of faith was an accomplished fact as
far back as 1897* Nihilism, among the most notable of
whose crimes were those of the famous 'Executive Com-
mittee*, was henceforth a thing of the past, but its deeds
of violence had tempered and trained the spirits of the
Bolsheviks of the morrow.
In 1903, a congress which opened in Brussels and was
afterwards transferred to London constituted the Social
Democratic Federation of Russian Working Men. Out
of its fifty-eight delegates, only four were manual workers.
At their meetings, these intellectuals, from the very
outset, spent all their energies in arguments and dis-
cussions rudely interrupted by the brutal demands and
frigidly deliberate calumnies hurled at them by Lenin,
the leader of these debates, who had made up his mind
to become the incarnate symbol of the party and to
banish the waverers and circumlocutionists from its
ranks*
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